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WHAT IS RELIGION?
Of all the divisive forces rampant throughout history,
religion has been amongst the most potent.
Dogmatic belief in what men believe to be right has
caused them to unleash terrible suffering on the
fellow humans in the name of their God(s).
From the persecution of the Christians in Rome,
through to the Spanish Inquisition to a world now
threatened by dogmatism and terrorism; it seems
that the greatest evils in the world have been
wrought by men with an outraged sense of virtue.
Amid the clash of contending ideas, how often do
we pause to consider what religion really
represents?
The word ‘Religion’ itself gives the key to its true meaning for the salvation – not the
ruination – of Humanity. The great Roman orator, statesman, and scholar, Cicero,
tells us that the word is derived from the Latin word, ‘Relegere’, which means, ‘To
gather together that which once was one’ (from his De Natura Deorum II xxviii, 72).
Far from being a cause of strife, the Ancient Wisdom perceived religion as an
ultimately unifying force.
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Theosophy teaches us that in the distant past a direct knowledge of the Unity of all
things was the common property of mankind. The Men (ie Humanity = Men and
Women) of those early eras were in unconscious harmony with the kingdoms of
Nature both above (angels, gods, etc) and below (animals, plants, minerals,
elementals) them in a similar fashion as we see amongst the animals, plants, and
the natural environment of our world today.
Just as each of us emerges from the playgrounds of childhood to adult
responsibilities, Man of the distant past fell necessarily into greater materiality as he
grew in experience which clouded his vision of the Oneness of Universal Nature.
Foreseeing this event and its potential disasters for fledgling humanity, high
intelligences descended to Earth to instruct man in the arts of civilization and the
mysteries of the Oneness which later found outward expressions as religions.
These events have been celebrated in the world’s mythology and religions which tell
of Golden Ages of the distant past when God, or the Gods, moved freely amongst
men, guiding, instructing and ruling them.
Just as parents must relinquish their direct responsibility for their children if they are
to grow successfully to adults, the Gods have long since left direct and open
communication with Humanity. Nevertheless, their emissaries/students/servants and
those great man and women who have been worthy of direct knowledge or visions of
the Universe-As-It-Is-In-Itself, have been active amongst the world’s peoples
throughout the ages bringing the message of brotherhood which forms the basis of
all the world’s great religions.
They have repeatedly encouraged man to self-consciously rediscover the Unity
which is his natural heritage and the fulfilment of what it means to be truly Human.
Through the power of their example, they point to the royal road of such
understanding which lies within; to Unity with the Inner-God which is at the core of us
and which is an inseparable part of the infinite Universe.
Let us celebrate the opportunities life offers us for learning in the true and original
sense of ‘religion’, adding our effort ‘To gather together that which once was One’ for
the sake of our brothers and sisters, and the future of our world. – Editor.
…sooner or later mankind as a whole will once again become keenly
conscious of the fact that there exists in the world a wisdom which once was
the common property of the human race over the earth, and which…is what
(students of Theosophy) call by various names, such as the Esoteric Tradition
or the Esoteric Philosophy, or the Wisdom of the Gods, and in modern times
by the term Theosophy. It is only this Wisdom, which is knowledge of ‘thingsin-themselves’, which can adequately feed the hunger of the human intellect
and supply the spiritual and ethical needs of the human heart. - G de Purucker:
from The Esoteric Tradition Vol.1 page 366.
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NEWS
International News: Newsletters from most Sections of our Theosophical Society
are available from our Melbourne library. Our International Headquarters site
includes contacts for all our Sections around the world at: www.theosociety.org
A comprehensive quarterly survey of all theosophical organizations around the world
is compiled regularly by Steven Otto in Germany. Theosophy World News (Sohne
des Feures) is available quarterly in English language at: http://www.soehne-desfeuers.de/international-theosophy-news
Meetings in Melbourne: All meetings are listed on our website at:
http://www.theosophydownunder.org/library/meeting-programme/
New on the Theosophy Downunder Website: Our website is at:
www.theosophydownunder.org Newly added articles include: The Secret
Doctrine: Three Fundamental Propositions – Don Shepherd; Modern Physics and
the Ancient Wisdom – Andrew Rooke.
New in the Melbourne Library: the Theosophical Pasadena Library Centre is at
664 Glenhuntly Rd, Caulfield South open on days of meetings or by special
arrangement by phoning 0400942613. Books are available for loan to regular
attendees at our meetings and U3A students attending the Ancient Wisdom course
or by mail to members. The catalogue of books, and a list of the journals available in
the library is on our website. Many thanks to those friends who have generously
donated books to our Melbourne library, or the funds to buy new books.
New books added to the library include: Reza Azlan - God: a Human History; M.
Gershon - The Second Brain: Your gut has a mind of its own; St Francis - The Little
Flowers of St. Francis; T. Burpos - Heaven is for Real: a little boy’s astounding story
of his trip to heaven and back – Book and DVD of the film based on the book;
Malkowski, E.F. - Before the Pharoahs: Egypt’s Mysterious Prehistory; Boethius, A:
The Consolation of Philosophy.
Online Books: most books published by our Society are available online at TUP
Online: http://www.theosociety.org/pasadena/ts/tup-onl.htm Resources include a
wide range of electronic books on Theosophy, including books by Blavatsky, Judge,
Tingley, Purucker, and many others; introductory manuals on theosophy;
theosophical magazines and glossaries; material on the world's sacred traditions;
and more. Copyrighted material in this site may be downloaded free of charge for
personal use. HP Blavatsky’s Writings from a variety of publishers are available
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online for free download at, HPBlavatsky: The Ultimate Collection:
https://archive.org/details/HPBlavatskyTheSecretDoctrineVol3
International Websites & Contacts of the Theosophical Society Pasadena:
International Headquarters: The Theosophical Society, Pasadena, has a
comprehensive website, www.theosociety.org where a wide selection of online
publications, information regarding the basic concepts, objectives and history of the
Society, correspondence courses and contact details of all the sections worldwide,
are available.
American Section: The website of the American Section is
http://www.americansection.us/ further literature can be ordered online through
the Wizards Bookshelf.
Northwest (USA): Easy access to a wide range of articles collated according to
topic and world spiritual traditions with theosophical perspectives, and more, are
offered on this website; all editions of the Theosophy Northwest View newsletter,
volumes 1to 18 are also listed: www.theosophy-nw.org
British Section: website: www.theosophical.org.uk various articles are featured;
correspondence courses as well as free online subscriptions to the newsletter,
Compass are offered. Back copies of the Compass from 2003 up to the Spring
2018, no. 34, edition, can be viewed at the above website. Articles featured in the
34th edition: The Ship of Theseus and An Unfinished Universe – La Fayette
Plummer.
South African Section: For general information and monthly meetings in the
Gauteng area, contact Alice Yetman: Mobile: 0027 72 436 2014 Email:
alice.yetman@gmail.com. Contact person in the greater Durban area: Grant
Holliday, tel: 031 702 3411 (h); email: halliday@absamail.co.za Contact person in
the Western Cape: Dewald Bester, tel: 021 802 5608 (h); email:
besterdewald@gmail.com
German Section: For our German-speaking readers, the comprehensive German
website provides information, contact details in Germany, discussion and study
group schedules: www.theosophie.de
The Netherlands Section: For our Dutch-speaking readers, the Netherlands
Section’s website has a wide selection of translated, online publications; articles are
collated according to topic. A selection of audio books and PowerPoint
presentations are now also available. Lectures and study groups are held in various
towns in the Netherlands, as well as study groups via Skype. Courses are also
offered and a guide is given in terms of topics and literature for self-study. For
further information visit: http://theosofie.net
Swedish Section: for their website go to:
http://www.theosociety.org/pasadena/sverige/index.htm
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Exploring Theosophy: the Synthesis of Science, Religion and Philosophy:
This website, maintained by David Pratt, features a wide range of topics relating to
theosophy: http://davidpratt.info
Generator Creates Electricity from Gravity: A Dutch inventor has successfully
created a contraption that generates electricity from gravity – and it could
revolutionize the future of renewable energy. Janjaap Ruijssenaars of Gravity Energy
Ltd. recently finished the prototype of his gravity energy generator. The generator
works by unbalancing a weight so that gravitational energy becomes available as
input to a piezo generator. This means that a gentle breeze is enough to generate
the electricity. Ruijssenaars says that his generator could reach up to 93% energy
efficiency. Please see an interview with the inventor at:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E8SLE2Gbj9o
Forest Bathing: There is something very
therapeutic about walking through a quiet forest
during the day. In fact, there’s a whole medical
practice that boasts about the positive mental
and physical benefits of spending time in nature.
Dr. Qing Li has been called the world’s foremost
expert on “forest bathing” – or “shinrin-yoku” in
Japanese – and he firmly believes that people in
modern societies are suffering from “nature
deficit disorder.” The average American is
already estimated to spend 93% of their time
indoors – and as a result of this earthly
deprivation, people experience an increased risk of mental and physical ailments. If
you want more information, please check out Dr. Li’s book, Forest Bathing: How
Trees Can Help You Find Health and Happiness. The Forest Therapy website is at:
http://www.fo-society.jp/therapy/cn45/index_en.html
Theosophy advocates spending time in natural surroundings. Nature is the great
healer when the distractions and stresses of daily life crowd in. If we walk into the
silence of the forest, listen to the symphony of the wind in the leaves, gaze in wonder
at the stars, listen to the music of the birds, or walk by the rhythmic wash of the
seashore we may free ourselves there "from old trying memories and from all
anticipations of trouble," making ourselves "at one with that light in nature." – from
Katherine Tingley: The Gods Await.

Recent Study Shows That The Great Pyramid Can
Concentrate Electromagnetic Energy: A study
recently published in the Journal of Applied Physics,
indicates that the Great Pyramid in Egypt can collect
and concentrate electromagnetic energy in its
chambers and at its base. Its ability to concentrate
electric and magnetic energy was discovered by a
team of researchers led by scientists from ITMO
University in the Russian city of St Petersburg. They
created a model of the pyramid to measure its
electromagnetic response. The model was used to see
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how wave energy is scattered or absorbed by the pyramid and the group tested the
interactions with waves of resonant length - ranging from 200m to 600m.
In another study (The Giza Powerplant) Christopher Dunn is an expert machinist
who speculated on the use of lathes in ancient Egypt to cut stone pottery and
statues. In the late 1990s he came up with an ingenious explanation of the Great
Pyramid as an electrical power generator. He speculated that the Great Pyramid
could potentially generate electric power by resonance of the granite panels within
the pyramid with tectonic plate movements in the earth’s crust. In his view, the King’s
Chamber and the chambers above it create resonance. The Queen’s chamber
converts the energy using chemicals based on water. The Grand Gallery is really a
Resonance Hall fitted with Helmholtz Resonators to project energy in the form of
sound waves into the King’s Chamber. Water flowing below the pyramids in manmade tunnels is part of the power system.
Theosophy says the purpose of the Great Pyramid was not a tomb, but an
environment where suitable candidates could undergo spiritual initiation into higher
states of consciousness – hence its ancient name ‘Horizon of Heaven’ – a place
where one could literally enter other dimensions of reality which we call ‘Heavens
and Hells’. HP Blavatsky hints in her Secret Doctrine (2:432) that it was built
originally three processional cycles, or 78,000 years ago, by refugees from the
doomed Atlantis based on the design of their own temples.
If Theosophy prevailing in the struggle, its all-embracing philosophy strikes
deep root into the minds and hearts of men, if its doctrines of Reincarnation
and Karma, in other words, of Hope and Responsibility, find a home in the
lives of the new generations, then, indeed, will dawn the day of joy and
gladness for all who now suffer and are outcast. For real Theosophy IS
ALTRUISM, and we cannot repeat it too often. It is brotherly love, mutual help,
unswerving devotion to Truth. If once men do but realize that in these alone
can true happiness be found, and never in wealth, possessions, or any selfish
gratification, then the dark clouds will roll away, and a new humanity will be
born upon earth. Then, the GOLDEN AGE will be there, indeed. – HP Blavatsky.
THE MYSTERY OF SIN - Arthur Swan
On a superficial level, one could be surprised at the
suggestion of any mystery at all – we all know what
is right or wrong, at least, most of the time, and we
usually try to keep our transgressions from being
noticed by others. In my early years, I can remember
wondering why the Creator, the All Mighty, allowed it
to happen. After all, if He did create everything that
is, then obviously He must have created him who is
said to lead us into sin – Satan – and if this really is
so, then why did God do so?
What is Sin? This very question did worry earlier
generations, and medieval scholars gave their
answer which, translated from the Latin was “The Devil is God upside down”. This
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may seem suspiciously like answering a problem with a riddle, but actually it is a
very clever answer and quite easily understood. We all know that the elements of
creation are:Earth – representing dense inert matter; Water – the material emotions with their
capacity to surge and be rough; Air – the mental processes, and Fire – spirit.
From time immemorial, man had noticed that, when the sun
shone on a body of water that was perfectly calm, the
reflection of the sun on the water would be perfect to, but
that, the more disturbed the water, the more disfigured would
be the image of the sun. By a process of analogy, which is
almost a lost art nowadays, these scholars likened the sun to
Divinity and postulated that when we imagine seeing an evil
influence, what we really see is the face of God terribly
disfigured by the error with which we surround ourselves.
One is reminded of the 53rd Chapter of Isaiah: “… he hath no
form nor comeliness that we would desire him”, and of the
prayer of the Psalmist “… lead us beside the still water…”
There is obviously a great truth here, so it would seem that
my early thoughts were on the right track.
Buddhism on Sin: The great religions of mankind show some fundamental
differences in their attitude to Sin. For example, in Buddhism, which once comprised
nearly half of all the people in the world, the notion of Sin is not stressed as it is in
Christianity. Buddhism does not regard man as inherently evil, but it does recognise
that he will stray from the “noble” path. This straying, it says, is due to error or
ignorance, which can only be overcome by leading him to divine wisdom.
Islam on Sin: Islam also does not regard man as inherently evil, but it has a very
comprehensive and rather rigid code, for breaches of which, in some countries even
today, the penalties can be really severe. It had its rise among the Arabs, who trace
their descent back to the Old Testament prophet Abraham, so it has been influenced
by the later Jewish prophets. However, even in the 12th century A.D., the Sufi poet
Omar Khayyam complained about the “jarring sects” – 72 of them, and this
especially applies today, seemingly indicating a fundamentalist outlook which does
not look like helping us in our search for the Mystery of Sin.
Christianity on Sin: Christianity, of course, arose out of Judaism and, indeed,
Augustine, the “father” of Christian theology, wrote that Christianity really originated
when God spoke to Adam the first man, but that it was not called Christianity until
after Jesus Christ came. While it is certainly true that Christians have always used
the Old Testament, a Jewish book, as their guide to the centuries B.C., the similarity
between the two faiths, which Augustine described as applying before his time,
certainly did not continue afterwards, and both have made big changes within
themselves in the two thousand years since.
It does not take much reading of the Old Testament to realise that the life of the Jew
of those days was ordered in great detail, and there is no doubt that laws announced
by Moses are still observed today. Christianity took up this mantle, and there is
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reason to believe that, in translating books intended for its New Testament, some of
the interpreters had their eyes on Old Testament prophecy, to make sure “that it was
fulfilled”. Christianity added new rules of its own, even declaring that each of us is
born in Sin and is inherently evil until saved. This rather beclouds the question,
making it difficult to determine which “sins” really should be avoided, and which are
only man-made.
The latter are caused by poor scholarship misreading
ancient writings, and it is one of the big tragedies of
western civilization that one cannot get the best out of the
Bible without going outside the Church for the keys. One
of the most profound and cryptic of the Bible stories is
that of The Prodigal Son. You will recall that a man had
two sons, and the younger went to a far country where,
after some riotous living, he had to live among the pigs.
Realising that his true place was in his father’s house, he
returned home and was welcomed joyously by his father,
who killed the fatted calf by way of celebration. The elder
brother reproached his father that a fatted calf had never
been killed for him, even though he had loyally worked
for the father all along. The father dismissed the
complaint, insisting that the return of the son who had
gone away was reason for great rejoicing.
It would be hard today to find a father and sons who would act in the way described
in this story, and we can even feel some sympathy for the complaint of the elder son,
but one cannot help but ask why a simple homely story like this has come down to
us through two thousand years. After all, of the Prodigal who returned from the far
country, where he had “wasted his substance with riotous living” (Luke 15/13), one
could say that his return was simply forced upon him by the pressing need for basic
food and shelter – hardly an edifying motive – and this parable if too often judged by
its superficial meaning and therefore found lacking.
In search of a clue to a likely deeper meaning, let us turn to another story about
Jesus, not a parable but ostensible history. John the Baptist had been preaching the
immanent coming of One “whose shoes I am not worthy to bear” (Matt. 3/11), and
Jesus presented himself for baptism by John, who claimed that he was not worthy to
do so, but Jesus insisted “for thus it becometh us to fulfil all righteousness” (Matt.
3/15) This scene by the river Jordan is most instructive. We have first the natural
man, John, representing each one of us when we start life on the material plane, and
we have the spiritual man, Jesus, representing what each of us can, and will
eventually, become, and the spiritual man insists on being baptised by the natural
man, “to fulfil all righteousness”.
It is obvious that Jesus wanted to be baptised by John, so we must make the equally
obvious inference that the physical world is actually necessary for development of
the full potential of divinity. There is an interesting parallel to this in our own
experience. We all know that the rays of our sun give the light and heat which are
essential for all life. When the astronaut goes out into space, however, even in the
direction of the sun, he finds a cold, black void, proving that the sun’s rays can give
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their blessings only with the cooperation of Mother Earth. With the help of analogy
again, (as above, as below), we can now see that Jesus knew that divinity could
reach its full potential only after a successful partnership with matter. It also follows
therefore that the father of the Prodigal Son wanted his son to go to the far country
(which is our life in the physical body), and, indeed, we have come close to
discovering why the Creator created the physical world at all.
What Does Theosophy Say About Sin? Indeed, the Bible says repeatedly “God so
loved the world” that the attitude of so many Christians, even today, that everything
is sinful, is unconvincing. In the Book of Job, which is one of the oldest in the Old
Testament, and which is often regarded as being an account of spiritual initiation, we
find the Lord and Satan appearing to confer as to what test should be given to Job.
This calls to mind the work of G. de Purucker in his Studies in Occult Philosophy
(p.71) “…coming into incarnation involves a downward arc into material spheres,
which is an essential step in evolution, but it is not the physical body which sins. Sins
are committed by wrong choices of the mind…” On the same theme, H. P. Blavatsky
in Isis Unveiled (2,480), writes about
sin:
“…the dark side of nature, the
shadow of the Light … a force
antagonistic to but essential for the
vitality, evolution and vigour of good.
Just as plants need night to alternate
with day to give them healthy growth,
so goodness would not flourish if it
were not alternated by its opposite. In
human nature, evil denotes the
antagonism of matter to the spiritual,
and each is purified
accordingly…”
We know from everyday experience that, if good results are to be achieved in any
activity, be it business, health, marriage, career, garden, hobby, etc., there is no
royal road – we must provide the necessary work, planning, skill, etc. The athlete in
the gymnasium would not be able to increase his muscles if the equipment did not
resist his push or pull. Likewise, we too would be effete if we did not bestir ourselves
and manfully face the challenges which will confront us from time to time. They are,
so to say, the tools of our evolution, which may be likened to a spiral staircase. On
some curves of it, we will see sights which tempt us, but if we can pass them by, the
next time they appear to us, we will be on a higher curve of the spiral and therefore
better able to resist temptation.
Therefore, let us not fret that we were born in Sin, nor that there is an evil entity out
there, variously called Satan, the Prince of Darkness, and other titles, who has
power over us. The only Sin which exists is due to our very own error, and our divine
destiny is assured, so that when we are eventually called to account in some
judgement hall, we can confidently say, in the words of the Orphic poem of ancient
Greece: “I am a child of Earth and Starry Heaven, but my Race is of Heaven alone.”
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Can any one of you possibly believe that you were ‘Born in Sin’ literally, and
that you are preordained to error unless God so wills it that you shall follow
goodness? If we approach the question solely from the standpoint of the body,
we could say that man is ‘Born in Sin’ – if we mean by this born into matter,
into a material animal body. But man is not only his body. The soul is free, as
near to freedom as it is near to its own innate godhood. That is the great
challenge: man has within him the power through his portion of free will to
become the willing helper of his own inner God.” – James A Long from
Expanding Horizons, page 84.
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
How can I start studying Theosophy? We recently received an email from a
reader new to studying Theosophy: “… I am finding it very difficult to make much
headway studying Theosophy. I started reading HP Blavatsky’s, The Secret
Doctrine, but found that very heavy-going. I have been to a few meetings in
Melbourne, but I found that many of the concepts and the Sanskrit terminology
confusing for someone like me who is new to the field. How on earth can I make a
start on studying Theosophy? Any suggestions are most welcome!...”
The editor replies:
Don’t Worry! Your reaction is perfectly understandable and there are several good
introductory books to the study of Theosophy available prior to tackling
Theosophical classics such as, The Secret Doctrine.
May I suggest making a start with the excellent new booklet, Exploring
Theosophy, which covers all the major areas of Theosophy in an easy-toread style in a short booklet.
Moving along from there, you might like to try other
more detailed introductory books such as,
Expanding Horizons: Exploring Spiritual Values in
Today’s World, by James A. Long, and then, for a
slightly more detailed look at the same subjects, Grace
Knoche’s, To Light a Thousand Lamps. A good guide to
understanding theosophical terminology is available in G de
Purucker’s, Occult Glossary.
The series of 12 manuals covering the major
areas of Theosophy is always handy if you
want to go a step further in specific areas of
interest. These manuals are pocket-size and up to 80 pages maximum
so they can be easily read in the bus on the way to work!
Manuals are available on: What is Theosophy? Karma; Reincarnation;
Seven Principles of Man; After Death-What? Evolution; Rounds and
Races; Cycles; Hierarchies; Astral Light; Psychic Powers; Theosophy
and Christianity; Masters of Wisdom (Mahatmans); Mystery Schools;
Yoga and Yoga Discipline. All of these books and many others are
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available from our Melbourne library in print or free online at:
https://www.theosociety.org/pasadena/ts/tup-onl.htm
Reading books is one thing, but understanding them and having the opportunity to
discuss these timeless ideas with others is terrifically important too. If you have the
opportunity, a course of basic study of Theosophy is available in Melbourne on
Tuesdays, 10.30am to 12.30 each Tuesday morning throughout the year. Please
contact Andrew Rooke on 0400942613 if you are interested. If you don’t have the
chance to attend this course, there are excellent graduated correspondence courses
available by contacting Nancy Coker by email, details at:
https://www.theosociety.org/pasadena/ts/h_corresp.htm
You can always contact us here at Theosophy Downunder if you want to bounce any
ideas around: andrewrooke@hotmail.com – Editor.
Panta Rhei means ‘Everything Flows’ in ancient Greek. It follows a saying of
Heraclitus; a Greek philosopher: "No man ever steps in the same river twice,
for it's not the same river and he's not the same man." We cannot reproduce
an experience. Something will always be different. In the words of Heraclitus:
"Change alone is Unchanging."

MODERN PHYSICS and ANCIENT WISDOM: Part 1: The Theory of Relativity
and Quantum Physics – Compiled by Andrew Rooke
How do some of the key concepts of modern science compare to the teachings of
The Ancient Wisdom? Let’s look at some concepts of physics since Einstein and
see what correspondences there are with the teachings of the Ancient Wisdom.
Albert Einstein was one of the greatest scientific thinkers of all time who
fundamentally changed the way we see Time, Space, Atomic Physics, and just
about everything that affects the way we live today. It was Einstein who came up
with the famous formula, E=mc2, meaning, Mass is a form of Energy. HP Blavatsky,
the principle founder of the Theosophical Society, many years earlier expressed a
similar view, that Matter is ‘Concretised Light’.
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We see Einstein’s genius at work everywhere in our lives today but probably we are
unaware of it. For example, did you know that atomic clocks on GPS (Global
Positioning System) satellites are set to account for Einstein's Theory of Relativity
and if they were not our GPS would be out by kilometres!
But it takes quite a leap of imagination to understand what Einstein and Quantum
Physics tell us, despite appearances, is actually the case:
•

that everything is in motion and therefore time is relative to movement;

•

the material universe floats on a sea or ‘fabric’ of space/time;

•

that dense objects can actually bend space-time and suspend time if you can
get near enough to them;

•

that our common understanding of the world is OK if we look at
macrostructures in the universe, but strangely different laws of physics apply
in the world of sub-atomic particles, the world of ‘Quantum Mechanics’:

•

where particles an become waves and then revert to particles,

•

matter seems to behave like it is conscious,

•

and reality seems conditional on whether it is being observed, and by the
nature of the expectations of the observer.

As we shall see in this series, all this is very similar to the teachings of The Ancient
Wisdom.
FEATURES OF THE THEORY OF RELATIVITY:
Classical Relativity: objects move relative to each other
and there is no such thing in the universe as absolute
rest. It depends on where you are as to what speed you
observe a particle moving. Earth, Solar System, and the
Galaxy are in constant motion.
Time Dilation: the speed of light is the same for all
observers, therefore, time for something travelling near the speed of light slows
down because a light beam travelling has to travel a longer distance. Therefore time
is relative to motion.
Length Contraction: Time does not dilate enough to maintain the speed of light for
an item near the speed of light therefore the object itself contracts and time slows
down.
Time Dilation and Length Contraction: work together. The
speed of light is the same for all therefore speed and time are
not separate but one thing – Spacetime.
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Time Travel: Time slows down for objects travelling near to the speed of light and
stops altogether for objects travelling at the speed of light. Faster than the speed of
light and time goes backwards. No object can achieve the speed of light because
they increase in mass at the speed of light and it would require an infinite amount of
energy to move them. Therefore we cannot travel back in time because we cannot
travel faster than the speed of light.
As we approach the speed of light time for us would be about half of what it is back
on Earth. Therefore it would be quite possible to travel into the future when we
returned to the Earth.
Also, time slows down around massive objects such as a Black Hole. If we were to
orbit around the ‘Event Horizon’ of a Black Hole for a number of years and be
fortunate enough to escape the immense gravitational pull of a Black Hole to return
to Earth, we would travel into what would be for us, the future.
Dense mass can bend space-time: warping of space-time causes gravity, ie the
bending of the fabric of space-time by heavy objects in relation to less heavy objects
(eg. the Earth in relation to the Moon) causes items to be attracted to one another.
All This Sounds Good – But is it Fact? many experiments over the past 50 years
prove that the Theory of Relativity actually occurs in nature, eg. in 1971 two planes
flew around the world west to east with atomic clocks on board. The clocks did not
synchronize upon their return.
FEATURES OF QUANTUM THEORY:
Particles behave like Waves: the famous, Double Slit
Experiment, shows that sometimes particles behave like
waves and vice versa – depending upon whether they are
observed and the expectation of the observer!
Quantum Leaps: electrons jump into different orbits.
The Superposition Principle: when we don’t measure an electron it will be in all
possible positions it could be in at the same time.
When we observe, Superposition collapses.
Schrodinger’s Cat: observation makes a huge
difference to the positions of electrons. Particles can
be a wave until observed.
Many Worlds Theory: electrons can exist in many
different states so that there may be many different
versions of the same world existing at the same time.
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String Theory: Everything is made up of
tiny vibrating strings of energy. In
physics, string theory is a theoretical
framework in which the point-like
particles of particle physics are replaced
by one-dimensional objects called
strings. It describes how these strings
propagate through space and interact
with each other. We are unable to prove
this theory experimentally but
mathematics confirms the theory as long
as we accept that there are 11
dimensions of reality, ie. 10 dimensions
of space plus time which became what
its discoverer, Ed Whitten, called ‘M’
Theory.
Branes Theory: In the mid 1990s
Joseph Polchinski discovered that
String Theory requires the
inclusion of higher dimensional
objects, called ‘membranes’ or
‘branes’ for short. This theory
opens the possibility that there are
many dimensions of reality.
Perhaps aspects of ourselves can
exist in many dimensions at the
same time. Our unique and
eternal consciousness is
simultaneously at the centre of our
present existence as well as all
other dimensions where our
consciousness resides.
The theory suggests that the
universe consists of the same
matter at every level, the large
and the small are the same. Perhaps we have our own personal universe that
connects us to the cosmos itself!
Quantum Entanglement: instantaneous
changes are replicated in other particles
linked to a particle but separated by vast
distances. Measured by the direction of
spin – up or down. Observation causes
Superposition to collapse
Quantum Tunelling: particles can cross
barriers they shouldn't be able to by
reverting to wave function. This process is thought by current scientific
14

understanding to power the Sun by enabling the combination of hydrogen protons
overcoming their natural repulsion.

Next issue: how does all this compare to the teachings of the Ancient Wisdom?
Coming up in the December 2018 issue: Modern Physics and the Ancient
Wisdom: Part 2: Comparison to the Ancient Wisdom.
Sit down before facts like a child, and be prepared to give up every
preconceived notion. Follow humbly wherever and to whatever abysses Nature
leads, or you shall learn nothing. – TH Huxley.
BOOK REVIEWS
God a Human History by Reza Aslan, Penguin 2017. Two copies available for
loan from our Melbourne library.
The author, Reza Aslan, grew up in a gentle Muslim family then
turned to fundamental Christianity as a young man but eventually
moved back to Islam. His journey drew him into a lifetime exploration
of what religion means and, of course, the question of God. In this
book, he examines the issue of how human beings and human
societies create and envisage their image of God. He has done his
homework thoroughly, providing a coherent and readable exposition
of the issues as well as all source references for readers to validate
for themselves.
The author clearly states that the question of whether there is a God
is a matter of faith. Within any religion, each believer must form their own personal
picture of what their God must look like and his relationship with humans. Their
religion and its leaders will definitely present a story about God and that God’s
relationship with the believers.
The ancient peoples of prehistory had to live in the present in the physical world
because they needed to find their next meal. Given this close relationship with
nature, how could those ancient peoples have created the idea of a spirit being and
what survival value did it provide? The author addresses these issues
comprehensively and then shows how that very human processes inevitable lead to
the concept of spirits, of a god and then of multiple Gods.
Once a society has created their spiritual world populated by gods and other nonphysical spirit beings, every person grapples with questions such as what do they
look like, how do they behave, where do they live, etc. We humans have to address
these questions because we live in this physical world with other humans with
physical bodies and physical senses. We are very constrained about how we can
imagine a spirit being. Whatever opinion we have, it must become shared because
religion by definition is a communal activity, therefore each society or religion will
form their own consensus view of how their Gods appear, behave and relate with
humans and other gods. These are big questions for religions.
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Over human history, there have been many societies and many religions. How does
a peaceful agrarian society view their Gods? What types of Gods might a warlike
authoritarian society have? Why do Judaism, Christianity and Islam only have one
God while many other religions have a pantheon full of different Gods? How does
the idea of a Trinity arise and what does it mean? Where do they come from and
how do these three Gods relate? There are so many interesting questions within
religion and Reza Aslan explains very credibly the questions and their answers.
This book presents a clear and readable story about the human view of God and
why that view must be what it is. We are all human beings and whether we believe or
not, we each have a personal view of God and of religions which, after all, merely
give organization and structure to the relationship between God and human beings.
Read this book. It will make you examine about what you really mean when you think
about things divine. - Reviewed by Greg Woodford, BSc, MBA, PhD. Greg shares a lifelong
interest in these questions.

The Gods Await – by Katherine Tingley. 2nd revised edition. Pasadena:
Theosophical University Press, 1992. Available free online at:
https://www.theosociety.org/pasadena/kt-gods/tga-hp.htm Several copies are
available in print from our Melbourne library.
This book is based on lectures delivered at the Point Loma
theosophical community by the former leader of our Theosophical
Society, Katherine Tingley, originally published in 1926. Katherine
Tingley was chiefly concerned with the application of theosophical
teachings to daily life rather than prioritizing the academic study of
technical theosophical teachings. This emphasis is reflected in her
philanthropic work with the poor, prisoners, and families, especially
children’s education incorporating spiritual principles. The range of
such social issues is discussed in the light of theosophical teaching,
including: warfare, crime, family violence, marriage, women’s issues,
education, and the relevance of theosophical knowledge to these
issues. The book very much reflects the social concerns of today and
certainly is echoed in the current emphasis in the work of the
Theosophical Society Pasadena with its stress upon the application
of theosophical teachings to real-life situations rather than prioritizing
intellectual/abstract discussions of theosophical ideas.
In the 100 years since these lectures were first delivered, many of the issues
discussed by Katherine Tingley have already been addressed by governments
around the world. This has been done to a greater or lesser extent through the
establishment of the ‘Welfare State’ that we have in Australia and many other
countries around the world since World War II, though, not comprehensively in the
USA. For example, the introduction of socialized medicine (Medicare in Australia),
government initiatives on family violence, a reformative rather than a retributive
prison system, abolition of the death penalty, gun control, universal free education,
minimum wages, welfare payments and disability pensions, etc.
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However, the underlying causes of the problems discussed by Mrs Tingley remain as
ever – the duality of human nature, the widespread lack of knowledge of the laws of
life, a sense of meaning based in material rather than spiritual values, the prevalence
of base desires over spiritual values, a competitive education system geared to
getting a job rather than developing the complete person, a widespread sense of
entitlement rather than a sense of responsibility in society, and especially a whole
range of family issues which reflect on how we raise children.
Katherine Tingley proposes solutions to these enduring causes of human suffering
as applicable today as ever they were in the past. She suggests developing a sense
of meaning in life based on an understanding of the great laws of life especially
those related to Karma and Reincarnation. The role of women, the family and
parenting based in spiritual values has an important role to play in building a better
future world. Taking the responsibility of parenting seriously involves consideration of
the effects of thought life/atmosphere in the family on children including the unborn.
She suggests an education system built on spiritual values and developing the inbuilt
talents and strengths of children rather than force-feeding information in a
competitive environment. Children should have the latitude to develop a sense of
beauty, imagination, and wonder along the lines of the actual curriculum and
educational program she introduced at her Point Loma School and Theosophical
University. (see Bernard Parsons: The Raja Yoga Schools at Point Loma at:
https://www.theosociety.org/pasadena/sunrise/47-97-8/th-ktbp.htm).
Of special interest is the unique account of Katherine Tingley’s meeting with HP
Blavatsky’s teacher near Darjeeling in India (see article below). Her report of the
Master’s suggestions for coping with the stresses of life epitomized in the behavior of
one of his students (Chelas) are within the reach of everyone.
Katherine Tingley’s message can be summarized in a saying of the Buddha: “It is
necessary to live the life to understand the doctrine”. The Gods Await is a timely
reminder to theosophical students of our responsibility to put theory into practice for
the sake of ourselves and a better future world. – reviewed by the editor.
COPING WITH STRESS AND DEPRESSION – Condensed from The Gods Await
by Katherine Tingley and Echoes of the Orient by William Quan Judge.
Katherine Tingley, former Leader of the Theosophical Society Pasadena
(see picture opposite), reported that she met with H. P. Blavatsky's,
spiritual teacher in the foothills of Darjeeling, India (reported in The Gods
Await, pp. 123-9) in the 1920s. Their conversation has much to teach us
about coping with the stresses of life. As they spoke together on a
hillside overlooking a farmer's field, he suggested the following amongst
many other valuable ideas:
Purity of thought: We may surround ourselves with contemplation on
spiritual matters even when our hands are busy with everyday tasks.
One of the teacher's students or ‘chelas’ was plowing a field, and the
Master said that the team of normally unruly oxen were always calm for the chela
because they were immersed in the atmosphere of his concentration and
contemplations. Further, we should not live in dread of life's experiences, but go
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cheerfully on our way coping with the tasks at hand rather than being overwhelmed
by distant goals. The teacher said that a joy in the spiritual life could actually make
the very atoms of our body lighter!
Try not to worry: We should fight the tendency to let worries and anxieties of our
everyday consciousness weigh us down. Blavatsky's teacher said that hopelessness
and anxiety can bring our body's atoms "down halfway to death. But they can be
quickened to a kind of immortality by the fire of the divine life and attuned into
universal harmony. Men anywhere could get rid of all that burden of unnecessities,
and carry themselves like that young chela does, if they had the mental balance."
Live in the Now: Think of the immediate moments and seconds of which the path of
our lives is composed. Don't exhaust spiritual energy by worrying about what might
be somewhere far along the path. Rather, we "should let the beaming thought pour
itself into each arriving moment and be indifferent to the morrow. One can find in
every instant of time, if one has the desire, the door into worlds of golden
opportunity, the gateway to a glorious path stretching out into the limitless eternal."
Prepare for the day's challenges: In the early and sacred morning hours, we
should take a little time to connect with the higher self through holding a beautiful
thought in our minds, reminding ourselves of our mission to help others, and
pondering on overcoming our most difficult challenges for the day ahead. In this way
we may bask in the sunlight of the soul before moving on to worldly duties. In
particular, the teacher remarked that the first three hours of daylight provide a
valuable opportunity in this regard, as he who is ready to step out with the sunrise
and work with the sun "has the cooperation of a force he little knows of -- the vibrant
blue light behind the sun."
Spend time in natural surroundings: Nature is the great healer when the
distractions and stresses of daily life crowd in. If we walk into the silence of the
forest, listen to the symphony of the wind in the leaves, gaze in wonder at the stars,
listen to the music of the birds, or walk by the rhythmic wash of the seashore we may
free ourselves there "from old trying memories and from all anticipations of trouble,"
making ourselves "at one with that light in nature."
The Cyclic Return of Depression: Another Theosophical leader,
William Quan Judge (see picture opposite), speaks of the Buddhist
tradition which emphasizes the value of positive thought to neutralize
negative energy. If we adopt the habit of thinking beautiful thoughts
when negative thoughts creep into our minds, such thoughts will be to
some extent altered for the better when they inevitably return to us.
William Quan Judge, called this process the "Cyclic Impression and
Return of Thought." He once wrote offering advice about a friend
suffering from recurrent bouts of unexplained depression:
“… we can only have these good results by producing opposite impressions to bad
ones. . . . So, take this occasion of despondency. What he should have done was,
that being the return of an old impression, to have compelled himself to feel joyous,
even against his will, and . . . he would have implanted in himself another
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impression, that is of joy, so that when this thing returned once more, instead of
being of the same quality and extension, it would have been changed by the
impression of joy or elation and the two things coming together would have
counteracted each other, just as two billiard balls coming together tend to counteract
each other's movements. . . . You cannot rub it out if it has been coming, but when it
comes start up something else, start up cheerfulness, be good to someone, then try
to relieve some other person who is despondent, and you will have started another
impression, which will return at the same time. It does not make any difference if you
wait a day or two to do this. The next day, or a few days after will do, for when the
old cyclic impression returns, it will have dragged up the new one, because it is
related to it by association…” -- Echoes of the Orient 1: page: 500.

COSMIC LIFE: THE “GREAT AGE” - Don Shepherd
In 1882, Master K.H. wrote to A.O. Hume that there were three types of “pralayas
and manwantara.”1 The two less significant types included minor planetary and solar
cycles, but the primary type was a “universal or Maha pralaya and manwantara.” 2
The succession from a Maha-Manvantara to a Maha-Pralaya signified a period
“when even Brahm the creative architect of the world is said to have merged into
non-being.”3 After all these years, we still only hold the barest conception of what
Master K.H. meant by this statement. H.P. Blavatsky concealed the sacred cycles
associated with it, but G. de Purucker teased his readers a bit and suggested that by
making the necessary adjustments one could “come to very clear conclusions as to
the time-periods of the Solar System and of the Galaxy.”4 While no one has
presented such “very clear conclusions,” there is so much already given in H.P.
Blavatsky’s The Secret Doctrine that still needs to be investigated. One of the
themes that needs to be explored is the relationship of a Maha-Manvantara, as a
“Great Age” of 311,040,000,000,000 years, to the complete lifespan of our solar
system.5 Thus, the starting point for understanding Cosmic Life is with a study of the
Great Age.
In The Secret Doctrine, H.P. Blavatsky equated a Maha-Manvantara with the Great
Age or one hundred year Life of Brahma. She spoke of this Great Age in terms of the
evolution of our solar system, “Not even Esoteric philosophy can claim to know,
except by analogical inference, that which took place before the reappearance of our
Solar System and previous to the last Maha Pralaya.”6 With her characteristic
aplomb, she admonished that if we extend “our speculations beyond our planetary
chain” to “cross the limits of the solar system,” then indeed “we act as do
presumptuous fools.”7 Fortunately, there is no danger of being a presumptuous fool
since the Great Age can be defined in terms of two cosmic events: 1) the complete
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period of the solar system in all its cycles 2) the death of Brahma in his manifested
existence with the dissolution of the materials that built the solar system. To
reiterate, our sun in its earliest cycles is coeval with the manifested life of Brahma.
H.P. Blavatsky chose Slokas to include in The Secret Doctrine because they
pertained to the “fifteen-figure manvantaric cycle” of 311,040,000,000,000 years that
applied to our “solar system” as opposed to an even larger cycle for the “whole of the
objective universe.”8 The whole of the objective universe concerned our Milky Way
Galaxy and its complete period far exceeded 311 trillion years. Therefore, her
commentary in the first Sloka on the first Stanza of The Secret Doctrine—“THE
ETERNAL PARENT (Space), WRAPPED IN HER EVER INVISIBLE ROBES, HAD
SLUMBERED ONCE AGAIN FOR SEVEN ETERNITIES”—addressed the last
Maha-Pralaya prior to the first fluttering of the new Great Age as a Maha-Manvantara
for the complete lifespan of the solar system.9 For H.P. Blavatsky, the beginning of
our sun as a comet “once upon a time” inaugurated “Brahma’s Age.”10 The everinvisible robes of Space were the “non-differentiated” substances that our solar
comet within its manifesting nebula had to break through in order to arrive at
objective existence.11
This focus on our solar system was in keeping with her other statements that the key
to the cycles beyond our sun could not be given because they involved the
“Evolution of the Universal Kosmos.”12 The grander cycles of the Universal Kosmos
included the complete period for the lifespan of our “Central Sun,” but it was
separated from “milliards of solar systems” due to its vastness in time, its current
transcendence of place, and its omnipresence of consciousness.13 Actually, the
Central Sun from its etheric fields emanated our sun and its various companion suns
at the “Manvantaric Dawn.”14 As such, The Secret Doctrine approached the study of
Cosmic Life from the perspective of our solar system throughout its 311 trillion year
Maha-Manvantara after it emerged from the invisible robes that veiled it during an
equally long 311 trillion year Maha-Pralaya. Thus, Master K.H.’s allusion to a
universal Maha-Manvantara and Maha-Pralaya referred to two cycles of the sun—
meaning the birth of the solar materials that constructed its principles at the start of a
Great Age to carry it through all its minor solar cycles into the finality of a magnificent
demise and subsequent rebirth in the next Great Age—that endured over some 622
trillion years in total, minus a few trillion years to account for the transition between
the two ages.15
While the key to the grander cycles in the Universal Kosmos could not be given, H.P.
Blavatsky did contextualize the Great Age within the Universal Kosmos. Since the
first Stanzas in The Secret Doctrine treated of the “awakening from Pralaya” and
were not “concerned with the Solar system alone,” she acknowledged that the sun
participated in grander cycles.16 She confirmed there were several Great Ages
mentioned by the “ancients,” thereby implying that a Great Age was merely one in a
successive series of lives of Brahma.17 Certain remarks by H.P. Blavatsky, however,
have led many researchers to miss the possibility that the Great Age is not the
consummate dissolution of a grander cycle such as a universal solar system with its
Central Spiritual Sun, but only the consummate dissolution of the solar system with
our sun. For example, in The Key to Theosophy, she remarked that the “dissolution
of the universe becomes universal” after this 311 trillion year period.18 What readers
miss is that this “Universe” is evolved from the “Central Sun, the POINT, the everconcealed germ” which is thereby beyond the universal dissolution in its inner
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aspects.19 In The Secret Doctrine, she stated, “these Stanzas refer to the whole
Universe after a Mahapralaya (universal destruction)” and this universal destruction
was a Prakritika-Pralaya “at the end of the Age or Life of Brahma, when everything
that exists is resolved into the primal element.”20 Since a Prakritika-Pralaya is only
“partial,” these statements may have only described a distinct part of the Universal
Kosmos.21 The Maha-Pralaya after a Great Age is a universal dissolution for the
principles of the solar system but only a partial dissolution for Brahma the Creator—
as the Central Sun or the “Blazing Dragon of Wisdom”—in so far as the close of the
Maha-Manvantara refers to his manifested existence in the fields of his respective
solar systems.22 In her description of the Maha-Pralaya at the end of the Great Age,
our solar system dies and disappears along with the manifested Brahma, leading to
a condition where “NO-THING reigns supreme and alone in Boundless Infinitude and
that No-thing is non-differentiated space which is no space, and the ABSOLUTE.”23
Elsewhere, she noted that the Maha-Pralaya or “Universal destruction” only swept
“out of Space every differentiated thing.”24 In light of these statements, the MahaPralaya may be a partial dissolution after the Maha-Manvantara that separates the
differentiated from the non-differentiated. Non-differentiated existence in its own
state of activity still exists in the Universal Kosmos and it is in this non-differentiated
existence that the “lucky Jivanmukti” who “reaches Nirvana at an early period of a
Manvantara” enjoys, and nearly doubles to 622 trillion years, his paradisiacal
experience.25 The lucky Jivanmukti has soared to the highest reaches of the solar
system, dropped the solar principles, and gone beyond into the unmanifested life of
Brahma—a condition equivalent to the Maha-Pralaya.
To understand the nuances in H.P. Blavatsky’s exposition, it is necessary to turn to
G. de Purucker’s writings. In Studies in Occult Philosophy, he established the
complete lifespan of our solar system as a Saurya Manvantara of “some three
hundreds of trillions of human years.”26 He added that there were figures beyond
these 311 trillion years that pertained to the “Manvantara of our entire Galaxy,” but it
would be “perfectly futile to talk about because we could not understand them.” 27 In
the Encyclopedic Theosophical Glossary, he defined a Maha-Manvantara as a cycle
of a “solar system or Life of Brahma” which lasts 311,040,000,000,000 years. 28
Likewise, he defined a Maha-Kalpa, or the equivalent of a Maha-Manvantara, as the
“time period between the beginning and end of a complete solar manvantara—the
entire lifetime of our solar system.”29 If the entire lifespan of our solar system is 311
trillion years, then the entire lifespan of a universal solar system with a Central
Spiritual Sun, or a Raja Sun, must be trillions of years longer since our solar system
has “many embodiments within the universal manvantara” of that grander cycle. 30
And if the complete lifespan of a universal solar system were trillions of years longer,
then the complete lifespan of the galactic Monad at the heart of the Milky Way
Galaxy would presumably stretch to thousands of trillions of years. But the enormous
extent of these cycles is mind-boggling and only the field of discovery for those
eminently presumptuous fools or those who know.*
Fortunately, G. de Purucker explained this process of Cosmic Life in his article, “The
Sevenfold Seven Principles,” in the October 1943 magazine The Theosophical
Forum. In this article, G. de Purucker gave out the key to H.P. Blavatsky’s teaching
on the solar system and the Great Age. He drew a comparison between what
happens at the death of a human being as opposed to a planet or a solar system.
For a human being, death means that his “four lowest principles” disappear and he is
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“attracted” up into the Manas by the Atman and the Buddhi.31 The man, from being
sevenfold, “has become a triad, a threefold being.”32 G. de Purucker then continued
to explain that when a planet dies the only principles left of a human being are his
Atman and Buddhi. Finally, when a solar system disappears, the only principle
remaining “either of the solar system or of any man” is the Atman.33 That is, the
human being and the solar system are indrawn into the Atman—the link between
non-differentiated and differentiated existence—at the close of the Great Age. In
Fountain-Source of Occultism, he confirmed that Atman is “appurtenant to the solar
system.”34 Since the principle of Atman corresponds to the sun, the 311 trillion year
period is a Saurya Manvantara for the solar system, not a Maha-Saurya Manvantara
for the universal solar system. Since the principle of Atman is universal for the
manifested existence of the six lower principles, the Great Age is presented as a
universal dissolution.
Using G. de Purucker’s model, the structure of Cosmic Life for our ten-fold system of
worlds can be extrapolated. It can be extrapolated downwards through animal, plant,
mineral and elemental life. With the death of 1) an animal, its life merges into the
principle of Kama 2) a plant, its life merges into the principle of Prana 3) a mineral,
its life merges into the principle of Linga 4) an elemental, and its life merges into the
principle of Sthula. But more importantly, the structure of Cosmic Life can be
extrapolated upwards. With the death of 1) a Raja Sun and its universal solar
system, its life merges into Mahat as the 3rd Logos 2) an Emperor Sun and its superuniversal solar system, its life merges into Mulaprakriti as the 2nd Logos 3) a Galactic
Monad and the Milky Way Galaxy, its life merges into Parabrahman as the 1st Logos.
In short, G. de Puruckers’ model clarifies that the complete periods for a Raja Sun,
an Emperor Sun, and the Galactic Monad stretch far beyond a Great Age.**
When the differentiated energies of the solar system disappear into Atman at the
close of the Maha-Manvantara, they return to their source in the non-differentiated
energies of the three logoic classes beyond them: the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd Logos. This
clearly places our sun as Daiviprakriti, the light of these logoi, which transforms into
Fohat in a “more developed state of manifestation.”35 In a general way, G. de
Purucker diagrammed this relation between Mahat and Fohat in Fountain-Source of
Occultism.36*** Once again, G. de Purucker affirmed H.P. Blavatsky’s original
teachings. For her, Fohat “is the light (Daiviprakriti) of all the three logoi—the
personified symbols of the three spiritual stages of Evolution.”37 When we return to
our parent source at the close of the Great Age in 155 trillion years—since “half of
the existence of Brahma (in the present Maha Kalpa) has already expired”—with the
disintegration of the fohatic forces of Daiviprakriti, we are actually returning to the
non-differentiated energies (all very much incorporeally alive) of the 3 rd Logos.38 The
Lipikas of our solar system “make an impassable barrier between the personal EGO”
of the seven principles and the “impersonal SELF ” of the three logoi, circumscribing
“the manifested world of matter within the RING ‘Pass-Not.”39 As H.P. Blavatsky
warned, “No principles can cross the ring ‘pass not,’ only the memory of these in the
eternal divine ideation, which ideation itself from something manifested becomes the
Absolute on that ‘Day Be-With-Us.’”40 Beyond this barrier within the highest principle
of Atman in the seven-fold universe where the “Ah-hi” ultimately emerge from the
“Universal Mind” of the logoic triad as the “primordial seven rays” is the “One” (but
only a secondary “One”) who is the “collective aggregate, or totality, of the principle
Creators or Architects of this visible universe.”41 This Architect is the Cosmic Mind of
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the 3rd Logos; this is Brahma, the “symbol of the Universe.”42 His one hundred year
life represents the duration of his manifested existence. He is the “impersonal SELF”
of Mahat who as the pilgrim Monad—one of the “manifesting stars” or “sparks of
Eternity”—periodically manifests the “playground” of a seven-fold universe to play
within.43 The Great Age begins and ends with him; he is the “noumenal germ” that
produces the “phenomenal germ” and that “germ” becomes the “acorn” as our
physical universe.44 As H.P. Blavatsky made clear, “Mahat and matter are the inner
and outer boundaries of the Universe.”45
When it is time to withdraw the universe back into himself, then Mahat as the
“cosmic spirit” is for his “own universe one and sole” during the Maha-Pralaya.46 But
that universe only refers to the “lower cosmic planes of manifested life.” 47 At its end,
the universe, as the entire solar system that is indrawn into Atman as the “one
universal principle” which is simply a “ray” that figuratively re-enters Mahat as its
Nirvana and then ascends to its Paranirvana in Parabrahman, engages in an
“intense spiritual and superintellectual activity characteristic of the highest planes of
the cosmic essence.”48 Atman is the “all absolute” in which we “live and breathe and
have our being” in the “whole universe and during the whole Manvantaric period.” 49
With the close of the whole Manvantaric period, Cosmic Pralaya ensues, but
“Cosmic Pralaya is for things visible, not for the Arupa, formless, world.”50 This
“Cosmic or Universal Pralaya” comes at the “end of one hundred years of Brahma”
and it is said to be a “Universal dissolution” because Mahat is “Universal Intelligence
limited by Manvantaric duration.”51 For H.P. Blavatsky, Mahat is the “universal
memory” of the “whole Manvantara.”52 But this assimilation of memory into the 3rd
Logos is only such for a solar system since life, as “Avyaya,” enters the “Seven Rays
of the Sun”—the “Rays” belonging to the Atman principle of our sun and being
produced by the “Third Creation” or Mahat—to thereby drink up “all the waters of the
Universe.”53 When the universe of “Manvantaric duration” ends, the “seven solar
Rays” (having already assimilated the planetary chains) then dilate to “seven suns
and set fire to the whole Cosmos.”54 Nothing differentiated from the seven-fold
universe survives this conflagration. H.P. Blavatsky made it clear that “every atom of
the seven principles” and “even the refulgence of Atma-Buddhi” must “remain
outside the portal of Nirvana.”55 Only “divine ideation” as Mahat—the
“consciousness, the bearer of Absolute memory, of its personalities now merged into
the one impersonal—can cross the threshold of the Laya point, which lies at the very
gate of manifestation, of the human soul and mind in which facts and events, past,
present and future, were alike fixed during the joint pilgrimage.”56 This joint
pilgrimage that a human being takes into the solar system is initiated from the
depths of divine ideation in Mahat and we are accompanied in some mysterious way
by the pilgrim Monad itself who walks with each one of us through the different and
unique stages of our individual cosmic lives.
Notes and Sources:
*In the June 2017 Theosophy Downunder newsletter, I provided some brief
suggestions for understanding the length of theosophical cycles in “How Long are
the Cycles Mentioned in Theosophy?” The solar chain Brahma, in all his minor
cycles, extends throughout the 311 trillion years of the Great Age. While the
manifested aspect of a universal solar chain Brahma in his grand seven-fold cycle
ends at the close of the Great Age, his unmanifested Mahatic energies continue to
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operate during the Maha-Pralaya. In this sense, among others, the life of the
universal solar chain Brahma extends beyond 311 trillion years. Since there are
multiple Great Ages and each Great Age comprises some 622 trillion years when
both the Maha-Manvantara and Maha-Pralaya are included, the entire lifespan of a
galactic Brahman presumably stretches into the thousands of trillions of years.
**G. de Purucker mentioned Emperor Suns, or Maharaja Suns, in his Dialogues.57
Though it is open to debate, it is a logical deduction to place G. de Purucker’s
“Emperor Sun” in this position.
***G. de Purucker acknowledged that his two diagrams in Fountain-Source of
Occultism differed “enormously in particulars.”58 It is not the purpose of this article to
harmonize the two diagrams. G. de Purucker’s model for the unfolding of the solar
system is based on the first diagram on page 435. His second diagram on page 437
relating Fohat to Mahat corresponds to H.P. Blavatsky’s Kabbalistic explanation in
the second volume of The Secret Doctrine.59
1(ML93) 2(ML93) 3(ML60) 4(ST465) 5(SD1-36) 6(SD1-369) 7(SD2-700) 8(CW10-321)
9(SD1-35) 10(CW10-402) 11(CW10-304) 12(SD1-13) 13(SD1-13) 14(SD1-527) 15(SD1-

206) 16(CW10-354) 17(KY334) 18(KY334) 19(SD1-379) 20(SD1-140,371) 21(ENC-PP)
22(SD1-71) 23(CW10-44) 24(SD1-151) 25(SD1-371) 26(ST464) 27(ST464) 28(ENC-MM)
29(ENC-MK) 30(FS131) 31(TF444 & ST61) 32(TF444 & ST61) 33(TF444 & ST61)
34(FS434) 35(FS191) 36(FS437) 37(CW10-334) 38(SD1-368) 39(SD1-129) 40(SDD375)
41(CW10-317 & SD1-27,129,130 & SDD28,35,100) 42(SD1-41) 43(SD1-16)
44(SDD165) 45(SD1-257) 46(FS178) 47(FS178) 48(FS178 & SDD550) 49(SDD592)
50(SD2-69) 51(SD1-62,2-69) 52(SDD594) 53(CW10-394 & SD2-69) 54(SD2-69)
55(SDD372) 56(SDD372) 57(DIA1-341) 58(FS-436) 59(SD2-241)
CW = Blavatsky, H.P. Collected Writings. Vol. 10. Wheaton: The Theosophical
Publishing House, 1974.
DIA = Purucker, G. de. The Dialogues of G. de Purucker. Pasadena:
Theosophical University Press, 1948.
ENC = Purucker, Gottfried de. Editor-in-Chief. Encyclopedic Theosophical
Glossary. (1999). See terms including Prakritika-Pralaya, MahaManvantara, and Maha-Kalpa. Retrieved from theosociety.org.
FS = Purucker, Gottfried de. Fountain-Source of Occultism. Pasadena:
Theosophical University Press, 1974.
KY = Blavatsky, H.P. The Key to Theosophy. Pasadena: Theosophical University
Press,1995.
ML = Barker, A.T., comp. The Mahatma Letters to A.P. Sinnett. Pasadena:
Theosophical University Press, 1975.
SD = Blavatsky, H.P. The Secret Doctrine. Pasadena: Theosophical University
Press,1999.
SDD = Blavatsky, H.P. The Secret Doctrine Dialogues. Los Angeles: The
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Theosophy Company, 2014.
ST = Purucker, Gottfried de. Studies in Occult Philosophy. Pasadena:
Theosophical University Press, 1973.
TF = Purucker, Gottfried de. “The Sevenfold Seven Principles.” The
Theosophical Forum. Vol. 21, No.10. Covina: Theosophical University
Press, October 1943.

HIDDEN GODHOOD: an ancient story - as retold by John Van Mater Snr.
It seems that when the gods were young, Man had the audacity to claim kinship with
them. However the Gods found that his case was just. They were greatly alarmed at
the prospect of losing their supremacy. They cried out amongst themselves that Man
must be prevented from storming the gates of heaven and claiming the Godhood
that rightfully belongs to him.
So they stole his Godhood, the spark of divinity he possessed, and tried to find a
safe place to hide it. But no satisfactory place was found either in heaven or on the
earth.
And so they appealed to the great Brahma, the father of the gods. The Gods
pleaded: “Where shall we hide their Godhood so that Man may never find it?”
Brahma said: “Give it to me, and I will put it where Man will not easily find it. That will
be within Man himself”. “But exactly where?” asked the Gods. “That is my secret”,
said the great father: “And always will be, until Man discovers it for himself.”
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